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“historical and cultural context.

The territory which eventually became the state of Montana was part of
the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the land which Napoleon of France sold
to the United States of America to boost France's depleted reserves. By
the 1870s cattle ranchers had joined miners and trappers in settling the
remote region but the popuiation still numbered only 21 000, Although
gold discoveries drew prospectors to the fields, permanent population
growth was slow. Even today, although Montana is the fourth largest
state, it has one of the smallest populations.

In the 1860s the Indian Wars were fought between the Europeans and
the Sioux and Cheyenne nations. In 1876 the Sjoux and Cheyenne

their lands ended when the Nez Percé nation surrendered in 1877.
Montana became a US state in 1889,

By 1948, the time the novel is set, the United States had been involved
in two world wars. World War Il veterans returned from Europe and the
Pacific t0 a home state untouched physically by the war. Although
Bentrock men suffered no fatalities on active service, there were some
like Harold Branch who “came back without his legs” {p. 37) and, no
doubt, many who still bore the emotional scars of the fierce Pacific
battles. They came home to what David describes as “a new, blessedly
peaceful era” (p. 16), a time when people were still grateful for peace,

before America became involved in the Korean and <_m5m3 conflicts.

people defeated General George Custer's army but the struggle to keep -
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prologue

The narrator, David Hayden, commences his recollection with potent
images from his twelfth year. He recalls the final ililness of the young
Sioux wornan, his father’s pleas for help and another mind picture of
his mother awkwardly wielding a shotgun. These and other images,
smelis and sounds haunt him unti! forty years later when his So.ﬂ:m,‘
dies. Her death closes an episode which had dogged his memory since
that *m”mé_ m<m3 S0 3m:< <mm_.m moo

w% n...eﬁm .

KUm<am ,ﬁm..

9« \%m m<m:8 A.sﬂ >cmcmﬁ Awnm o:

one

David recalls the Montana town of his childhood, close to the Canadian
horder, which: “Then, as now ... with only a few exceptions ... {was]
neither large or prosperous” {p. 15). The town itself was small, with a
1948 population of less than 2000. It was hard country, but ”vo jmqm_mﬂ
and most marginal was the Fort Warren Indian Reservation —. .&m
rockiest, sandiest, least arable parcel of land in the region” {p. 15). David
attributes the “relative tranquility of Mercer County” (p. 16) to the .sma
farming life and harsh climate which left “nothing ... over for raising
hell or making trouble” {p. 16}. Consequently, his father's job as .8”2:
sheriff was a case of arresting drunks, mediating disputes and curbing
high spirits in Wood's Cafe.

Woes Hayden does not fit his son’s ideal of a sheriff and his E:W mm:
has serious reservations about her husband’s ability to fulfil his
potential in a job handed down to him as a resuit of mﬂm:&mﬁ:wﬂ
Hayden's power and influence. It becomes clear that éww Hayden is
caught between two powerful personalities, his father “who wanted
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his son to continue the Hayden rule” and his wife “who wanted her
husband to be merely himself and not a Hayden”. David himself
“wanted to grow up wild" {p. 21) and Bentrock provided the ideal
setting for a boy who swam, fished and hunted. His longing for
freedom from the constraints of even a small town led him to seek
the solitude of Knife River where he “felt a contentment outside human
society that | couldn’t feel within it" {p. 24).

Marie Little Soldier was the one member of human society for whom
David felt unconditional love: "Because she talked to me, cared for
me ..." (p. 2B). In the late summer of 1948, Marie fell ill. Gail Hayden
responded with customary alarm at signs of illness and insisted on
calling Dr Frank Hayden. Marie's persistent rejection of Dr Hayden
became so strong that she tried to enlist David's help to persuade his
parents that she was feeling better. When Gail prevailed upon Wes to
ring his brother, David tried fo intervene only to be dismissed by his
father and forced to face up to his father's “low regard” for Indian people.

When Uncle Frank arrives, David is once again confronted by the
differences between the Hayden brothers. As Dr Frank goes into Marie’s
room, shutting the door behind him, she screams for Gail to be present
yet, even with Gail in the room, Marie continues to object. He returns
to the porch showing signs of discomfort, “tugging at his white shirt
the way men do when their clothes are sticking to them from
perspiration” (p. 41). Despite this, he dismisses Wes's questions about

§m.< re. :mmq to merQ treated S\ Sm SmQ__nSm man. O__.mo_ﬂm 96. mn:m_\_\

. But a .doctor comes around . m:q Sm_\ 33» :mm HSm m_§. m_o_s_u or..

moEmSS@ \.o A.& S e A .
As Frank _®m<mm_
recognising her suspicion of Frank and her choice of Dr Snow as her
own doctor. David the adult recognises that, had he not overheard the
next part of a conversation between his parents, at this point, he would
probably never have realised the reasons for the divisions which were
about to open in Both his family and community. But, as he listens 10
Gail confide what she knows about Frank’s behaviour to her husband,
David realises that things can never be the same again. Most
significantly, he sees that his own attitudes will change towards his
mother, his father and his admired Uncle Frank.

10

_umsn_ notices his mother's repressed anger,

&m Emm a. _u:uﬁ:mﬂ
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After Wes and Gail talk to Marie and emerge from her room “grim-faced
and silent” {p. 50}, Wes goes next door to speak to his deputy, _...w:
McAuley. This is significant at this stage because it indicates H_ﬁ.ﬁ. <<:__.m
he accepts Marie's story, his acceptance is solely on the basis of his
position as sheriff.

Meanwhile, Daisy McAuley confirms Marie's accusations to Gail and in
so doing, reveals her own attitude in the whispered “Just the m.ncm.:a.m
though” {p. 51). When Wes returns, both Gail and David see him in a

new __@Z

ma;\mim.om ow S\QSm

David _n_m:zrmm _.__m nm:m:a wm_omqmﬁm reactions, :_m *m%mﬂ s :mma *oﬂ
proof, his mother’s reliance on instincts: The boy tries to conceal his
knowledge, recognising that 1 wasn't supposed to know what z.._m<
were talking about” {p. 54). It is clear that he realises his father, x:oém:m
his brother as he does, is convinced in his own heart that Marie is telling
ﬁ:m :E:.




key passage
David continually
refers to his need to
be included in his

parents’ discussions.

Neap smartstudy® English guide

two

David's father begins his investigation by driving to the reservation. He
makes reconciliatory overtures to Gail and later speaks to Ollie <c::m
Bear, the highly respected war hero and sportsman.

After unsuccessfully trying to learn what his father is talking to Oillie
Young Bear about, David returns home to an unusually silent house. He
turns on the radio to Marie's favourite Big Band station and hopes this
will make her feel better. As an adult recalling the events which followed,
_um<_a mmmoo_mﬂmm ﬁrmﬁ music with Marie:

§__._.m: _. amma m__\ma a @% cma Q“ Smnﬁcwa = GS:Q Eq .omm:.m: k\m\xwo.o
L::nao: \m.mns ng B S_S» om §mzm ao o&

Later ﬁ:mﬁ evening, mm__ m:a Um<_a are mmxma to go dﬂcﬂ a <<m__n <<:__m <<mm
speaks to Marie. Wes's refusal to allow Gail to be present indicates that
this is official business.

When they are gutside, David is unable to ask his mother to confirm
what he already knows through eavesdropping but finally plucks up
courage and asks her, only to have Gail evade his questions,

On the following Sunday when the family goes out to the grandparents’
ranch, David is aware that his parents are tense. Wes dispels the mood
by the time they arrive, although Gail is still unenthusiastic about sharing
a table with Frank Hayden. Through Julian Hayden’s crass reference to
his wish for more grandchildren: “We want them white” (p. 72) it
becomes clear to Gail and Wes (and the eavesdropping David) that
Frank’s relations with Indian women are well known. David himself then
recalls that he has previously heard his grandfather refer to the subject
after m_,ms_A and Gloria's Emaa_:m

205 _am m.oow. &Sqmm\xm Qcoq _.oa»S@_ s\?_mm s\oSm: moam _\s_xm @ma &mﬁmﬁ
»mm.o ?..S o% Sm ﬁmmm_..,\mu_o: ao w@

After Q_::m_. sam: _um.<a mm_a for permission to go :a_:@ :_m _um:w:a
readily agree and his grandfather sends him off with an automatic pistol.
Afrer firing away wildly for a whils, David shoots a magpie and
experiences a strange sensation of release. On his way back to the ranch
e sees his father and Uncle Frank arguing but they eventually walk off
together after shaking hands.

In the car on the way home Wes tells Gail that "the problem's been taken
care of” {p. 8B}). She is not convinced and wants to know how "what's
already been done” can be redressed. Wes insists that Frank's
12
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punishment will come “in the hereafter” {p. 85} and that he will do
nothing. When they arrive home Marie insists she is feeling .cm.ﬁmﬂ ﬁ.u..;
the next day David's mother returns home from work to find Marie “lying
dead in her bed” (p. 86).

When David returns less than an hour later, the funeral director has
already removed Marie's body; David realises immediately what has
happened when he sees the funeral home's station wagon backing out
of their driveway. Although he feels as though he could run from the
house, the death, “the truth of what had happened” (p. 87}, he walks
into the kitchen to find his mother distracted, his father on the telephone
and his Uncle Frank completing a form. His memory of the doctor's
an__nm_ _om@ is n:m@mn_ E_ﬁ: m<_.:co__m3

_HE:_A noo:< wxc_m_:m to ﬁ:m :m_mrcocq Um_m< H:mﬁ _<_m_._m smm mcjﬂmﬂma a
sudden relapse. David feels burdened by his knowledge and regrets that
he cannot leave his mother and confide in his father as he drives out'to
the reservation with news of Marie's death. Banished by Daisy to her
own house next door, David feels trapped by Len who quotes Julian
Hayden's definition of a law officer as one who knows "when 1o look
and when to look away”. Len believes “Your dad hasn't quite got the
hang of it” {p. 93). David feels that Len knows what he knows but loses
his nerve just before confiding in the older man.

Unable to sleep that night, David goes to his parents’ room and
confides to his father that he had seen his Uncle Frank at their :o:.mm
earlier that day. His father tries to cover for his brother while his :,_oEwﬁ
pleads for him to believe David. Still Wes continues his questioning
untif Dmsa mm,\m“
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Woas asks his son why he had not told him earlier about seeing his uncle
but David is unable to answer. The.boy goes to bed and spends his night
in a half-sleeping, half-waking state imagining all the Indians of Bentrock
@mﬁ:mqma on ﬁrm :___ w:oé: as O_B_m I___ 30:3_:@ _<_m:m

: ,.a< ﬁs_.mm

... 1 knew that as .S:,Q as this u:m.s.mmm was m.o_sm an sﬁ_s his uﬁoﬁmw
my. wmmﬁm_q had no use fara son. (pp.: %lmc

This is a o_mmq example of :o<< _um_sa feels excluded. ?o:.. ﬁ:m m<m:$
mc:oc:az._m gm:m s moo:mm:o:m m@m_smﬁ mqm:x _._m<gm:

I Emanm.Q 3 be _SQED.mQ 8 _._SQE more. Sma sSmH, _..E\ mm_\mmo.wo.o_.os,n .
: 30:@3 me ... {op. m,w..mé :

mo__oé_:o on 203 ﬁ:m mco<m Dm<_a :oﬁ o:_< ém:ﬁm to _Sos.. but also
“wants to be told U< :_m umﬂmsﬁm Sﬂzwq than learn _u< mw<mma_‘onu_:@

The events, the. Q_.moo,\m:mm the mmn.wmw om the .ommw few days — Marie’ s
ilingss, Uncle _nﬁm:_» 5-8ins, %m qm:m\o: cm?\mm: my father and SoSmﬁ|

- had excited moBmﬁSQ in me qu wasn't .«m.___mmmmq until _, maos a Sm@c..m :

out 9“ a _0_594 pine. aob m?%m\

David's o03u_mx *mm__;mm are’ _.w<mm_mn_ Im _om__m<mm ﬁ:_m is <<_;m_._ he

realised that even "a mooa :mm; " can :m_.co:ﬁ strange m:a
conflicting emotions. -

For an jnistant moSmSS@ parted, as =n Q.._m s\So. Qms\ a curtain open’

and alfowed a a.mmb of m:iﬁ&« into the: __‘ooa “Did. hm: §6<< s\nmi
knew? (p. 94} .

When Um<_n_ is sent to. H:m _<_o>c_m< (S :ocmm mdoﬁm_, _<_m:m s death, :m
suspects that Len _Sos.m Boqm “than rm is _uaumﬂma to tell.

..Ob\qqa oF Whe. most, tmqo:ﬁ.:@ m:a. Q@o.::ma:,n bﬁ@_:Q__nm e _SQ__m:m

in and mSSS.. our no.ﬂ.ﬂ::a\ s\mwm 30:@3@3% a \mﬁm? passive and

.vms@a presence. (p. 33

David's ma:: self seems to w.m Bmx_:u this mmmmmmami o* a umou_m who

had lost hope.
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three

After Marie's death, Wes immerses himself in investigations. Initially, he

US_S.S.Q g case

m<m3cm__< <<mm U..S@m ?m:x 1o Hrm :ocmm m:n “onwm :_3 in .%m

basement. David thinks at first that his father has killed his brother but
when Gail returns, Wes tells them both that he has arrested Frank. Gail
is incredulous — "You've turned my laundry room into a jaif” {p. 110} but
Wes explains that Frank "didn't want to be locked up in the jail” (p. 111}

That evening, David's grandparents come to the door “dressed as
though they had just come from church” {p. 114). Julian's blustering
demand to see Frank is countered by Wes pointing out that the matter
is a legal rather than family concern. David is sent to his room but
listens to the conversation through a central heating grille. Julian
contemptuously rejects Wes's explanation for Frank’s arrest. After Gail
takes Enid Hayden to the kitchen, Julian accuses Wes of jealousy. of
wanting to get even with his brother, “a war hero”. Hayden, senior,
dismisses the accusation of sexual assault against Indian women: "You
don't lock a man up for that”, but his blustering is halted when Wes
shouts twice the single word “Murder!” (p. 120). The two women rush
back into the room and David, alone in his bedroom, is aware that his
Uncle Frank must have heard the shout in his laundry prison. Enid
Hayden pleads with Wes but Julian insists "We're not going to beg
him” {p. 122} and they leave the house.

As David returns to the kitchen and sees that his father has been crying,
he recognises for the first time that his father is mortal. Before he goes
to bed, his father tells him not to let Julian Hayden into the house when
there is no one else home.

As David tries to sleep that night. he cries for his horse Nutty, because
_._m um__m<mm :m will never see :_3 m@m_:

._.:_m mS.:_uo__o qmoom:_:o: Eﬂ n_,.m :: in H:m +m3__< m_m:m_m H:m _zmumﬂmc_m
damage that the events of the past few days have wrought on the wider
Hayden family.

15
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The next day, as David walks down the street, he believes that people
watching him and his family are “peering out and seeing a Hayden and
thinking not of power, wealth and the rule of law, but of perversion,
scandal, family division, and decay” (p. 127).

David's shame increases as he meets women and girls and wonders
whether Frank has abused them. His anguish deepens when he
realises his suspicion that his Uncle may have abused Loretta

Waterman “did not disgust and anger me as it had with Miss Schott,
but stirred me sexually”

confusion when he returns home by complaining to his mother that,

despite his father being in the right “we’re the ones getting the shitty

end of the stick” (p. 130).

Gail stays home with David and when they see the truck from the ranch
circling the house, David rings his father's office and Gail loads the
shotgun. As David leaves to find his father, Gail raises the shotgun and
prepares to challenge the men from the ranch. Unable to find his father,
David returns to the house; meanwhile, Gail has fired a warning shot.
Before Gail has to make a decision about whether to fire at the men,
Len McAuley appears behind them and orders them to leave. Wes
returns and informs Gail, David and Len that Frank will be charged with
sexual assault, there being ne chance of successfully prosecuting for
Marie's murder. Wes seems to apologise to his wife and son for the
predicament he has created by holding Frank in the cellar. Gail points

out that the easiest s..m< of Qmm__:c <<_§ H:m m_Em:_o: is to let Frank mo

.dfm: \.S‘Qa T _:m__\m. 8., s\m% chaQ 3_\.9\_\: :oc_mm N.&S».SQ ! bmm_x ___SS
uwmmﬂ?:@_ a_o_\_\: Sm_wm 5\03\ m_woS, ?.3 Uﬁmmasb. 05 mc E,m\

Len agrees <<;_._ mm; _uo:::._@ out ﬁ:mﬁ even a _mmmmﬂ n_._m:mo <<___ be
difficult to sustain, given Julian Hayden's power and influence. It

becornes clear that Julian has tried to enlist Len to free Frank, and Wes
realises at this point that he cannot win.

Len learss and Gail and David vait 1or vwes 10 Dring NIS DICTNEr Dack,

UE :@ aasn m_%m s_ th tha frews that rgr has 8%3&

Im s m.%.? as sin, mms. Im. 85 me-as _S:o_: \S&\&m 8 ?5\ §._q QS, F__S
_‘oomm m< moa | won 4. ao K.e

<<mm s m:mc_m:ma muumm_ to mm__ m<o_8m :mq mm:”_m response ﬁ:m.ﬁ ._<<m
understand, Wesley” {p. 150) but David sees that his father's suffering
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cannot be alleviated by anyone and, as he leaves the house on .m
contrived errand, he realises how separate and alone each of them is
in grief.

The breaking of glass during the night wakes David who :sa.m his
parents’ bed empty already and the two of them sitting downstairs on
the couch looking “frightened and tired, like children who have been
awakened during the night for an emergency” {pp. 152-153}. They all
realise that Frank is smashing the jars of preserves in the cellar. Wes
gently steers David back to bed with the promise that "when <o.c su.m_Am
up the worst of this will all be over” {p. 154)}. Next morning, Um<_a.*_:n_m
his father preparing to take Frank over to the jail and when he tries to
m<3vm§_mm Wes :w_u__mm

DmSQ cm\_.m,\m Smw in: S_a Eo:_e. .omc?.m :mu .omt *ow %m_._.. Q..Smm _..w
Qomm: t Emnm_‘ SSQ v\oc_ are. or; §¢o v\o:ﬁ wm_.,muo:m m_..m zn _\oc Qo _\S.o:m._.
_\ bmt / m._em_\m Smw bmsw S ao Hm@

<m~ <<mm is E: of regret and reminisces to Dm<_a mcoc.ﬁ _#m:w a&m:a.:m
him as a child. Eventually, Wes takes a cup of coffee down to m:m
UmmmBQ_.; GS Dm<_a :mma a 02 m_:,_omﬁ _:._Bmgmﬁm:\

>m David Em:mm aos..: H:m stairs in answer to j_m *mﬁrm_‘ S CTY, ﬁ:m mBm__
of pickles is embedded in his mind, a smell which will evoke this .am.<
for him for the rest of his life. Frank has slashed his wrists and David is
aware that “Uncle Frank’s suicide had solved all our problems” (p. 161).
As he takes his time to compose himself before he breaks the news to
his mother, David is grateful to his uncle and experiences another
mBo.:o: E:_o_._ he now cm__m<mm 'was <m_.< close 8 _o,..m= {p. ,_mB
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J\o: _:<mmﬁ_mmz=mw= S %omm ?._\o Eo_.dw :umma :o.& ba._m _..mmbmnm _§\ ]

grandfather-hiad for my father ... (p. 118).

.,_E_m:._._m<am:.m ooﬂmﬂ:u#*oq :_m.<o::nmq son s Qu&ma by this: .,,

mnmﬂ::@ attack.

§m~, Em&l n_qm.a. mc.« »a.m m_qmw N__Em mSom Smw s\_oc..m mma. mo_d.__o. 56__0 mmu _._

. A a@ passage

of m_\maa began. ac 128)-

The significance of E_m _.mzmoﬁ_o: is ﬁ:mﬁ H:m ma:_ﬁ narrator nm: _,mom__ z._m

- child _umsn_ s *mm__:@m of _Ez and.loss.:

Then. bm__:.o a I&B.ma s\oS.Q Smma :mss.o ms __Qm:aa\ _, Qﬁ:.ﬂ s\mﬁ uE.
could do. ao%..:.o for .Q_@os\a or Qm_&\ ao 127).

UmSn_&am__mmm z._m; his Im<am: :m_.;mmm Smm:m m:mBm m:n ucc__

exposure. odﬂ ‘the' Hnm_j__,\ ‘as-a’ S.:o_m if-. mﬁm:xm o:3mw cmnogm.

general w:os._maom e

\ wm_.w ﬂm:QSQ on our \.msS as _.: :mo. qu _..mESmo. froma ﬂ.«m:@m ‘

:oma_\m country: %}m__.m Smwm s\mm am_.Sm_.. m::kqﬁ zoﬁ soft memw (0. 1 m@

>mmq .Erm: Imﬁm: ] :m:os_.:m: _mm<m m:cnmﬂ E\_:m to imm Frank; Umsa
qmm:mmm that he rmm @__chma H:m n_m% mam odn_.:.cgm: :mLEE

o um_q suc if E: nos.o. bmmﬁ ?_S E% Lm if &m ?mi no more. ne:omw: mo_w

.sSmu 3m did sz if: :n :m ___Nma. as.wma. a Qo.o 20 He Q m&os\ _ﬂc_‘m
: R.Boam_ over & o.o,oa (. aé ER : , .

<<mm_m< s amn_m_o: 10’ vammoEm Frank, m@m_:mﬂ all: H_._m On_n_m m:a in mw;m‘

of his-own B_mm_s:@m is taken: m:mﬂ he: Em__mmm

m, c_.o..‘m:.mﬂ_m not the

,¢

ﬁ:m Emm.%m.o.mv 3m. EoS.Q puthis. 03? ?9& i, ) over
.?
‘..cm m:oSm__‘ Qm< S«m_a in-his .s,m {p: ornjas e EDSE e

p_um<a 5: _.moouz_go: of :_m E:mﬁ s m_Emﬁ n m:os..m ﬁ:mﬁ U< Hs_m mﬁmmm
‘they :m<m cmoo:,_m o_ommﬂ . ..
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epilogue

David recalls the family's departure from Bentrock after his mother felt
unable to continue living in the town “with the lies concocted in the
aftermath of Frank’s death” {p. 165). The pretence that Frank died in a
household accident, the concealment of his crimes, the eulogising at
the funeral proved too difficult for Gail to live with, unlike her pragmatic
:cmcm_.a who Eﬁ_o:m__mma

qumo_mmn_ by the rest of Em o_m: mm__ <<mm and Um<_a Bo<mn_ to Fargo,
North Dakota. As David stood looking for the last time at the house he
had grown up in, he felt a sense of distance from “those two hapless,

r

forlorn people,” his parents.

His apprehension about the future at this point was unfounded: David's
subsequent life in mmao “was not a bad life at all” {p. 169).

Wes became a _m<<<mﬁ fulfilling Gail's dream, but David Qmo__:ma to
follow his father and instead became a history teacher. The only meémber
of the Hayden family to maintain contact was Grandma Hayden, who
wrote, visited and kept them up to date with family news. They learned
of Gloria’s remarriage, Len's stroke and Grandfather Hayden's death
and David wondered if these deaths were the result of "keeping the
secret about my uncle Frank” {p. 171). He also wondered if Wes's cancer
resulted from keeping the secret and his own bitterness. However, his
later mx_u_m:mﬁ_o: is more down-to-earth:

>m his account n_a,zm 8 a o_omm Umsn_ recalls his smun_mmﬁ Boami s,_%
Marie, playing football in their backyard at Bentrock. David also reveals
how he had not told his wife, Betsy, about the events which led to
leaving Bentrock until she suggested a nostalgic visit. When she
questioned Gail and Wes about the “Wild West", Wes reoacted by
thumping the table and yelling that they must never blame Montana.
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